“The Almeida gives young people a place
to share ideas, learn new skills, grow in
confidence and ultimately discover the
right pathway for them”

PARTICIPATION
OUR VISION

OUR AIMS

We want young people to ask questions about
plays, about theatre and about the world that
they live in so that they can become artists in
their own right, and become audiences with a
critical voice and high expectations.

•

To give young people access to the most exciting
artists and industry figures.

•

To inspire the audiences and theatre-makers
of the future.

•

To give children, young people and community groups
a voice, particularly those who aren’t normally heard.

OUR PROGRAMME:
Young Audiences

Young Artists

Community

Almeida For Free Festivals

Schools’ Programme

Community Partner Projects

£5 tickets for 25s and under

Young Company (ages 14-18
and 18-25)

Outreach Projects with
Young People

Young Producers

Response projects with all ages

Young Critics
Answer Back Discussion Panels

Young Leaders
Almeida Academy (ages 5 - 14)

HELEN LOUISE BALDWIN
Started as a Young Critic

>

is now on the Youth Board

“The Almeida Participation programme gives
young people the opportunity to get involved
in many different aspects of the theatre industry.
Young people from across London can get to
know the Almeida in a variety of ways; either
through their large schools’ programme, a
community group, a one-off project or through
one of their year-long companies. It gives them a
place to share ideas and learn new skills, to grow
in confidence and ultimately discover the right
pathway for them.
I started with the Young Critics in 2017, which
was a real eye-opener for me. As part of the
group, we were taken to see so many different
types of art and performance, and after each
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experience, we had deep discussions and were
able to critically think about what we had seen
and analyse all aspects of it.
After spending the year with the Young Critics,
I’ve recently become part of the Almeida’s brand
new Youth Board. This is an exciting chapter in
the theatre’s history, which aims to put young
people’s voices at the heart of the organisation.
Without having had such a positive experience
with the Almeida over the past year, I’m not
sure I would have applied, but it’s the long
term commitment and the journey that they
supported me through, which has given me the
confidence to help shape the theatre’s future.”

7413

young people reached

1326

programme participants

384
6087

workshops delivered

£5 tickets for 25s and under

ALMEIDA
FOR FREE

“Having the
opportunity to articulate
my ideas in front of people
has led me to creating my

A free festival of performances, events, and workshops for young
people which took place in Spring 2017. This included free tickets
to four performances of Hamlet. The festival was co - produced by
the Young Producers and the Participation Team.

own company”

Hamlet for Free was made possible through the generous support of Gregory Nasmyth
and Samantha Rowe-Beddoe.

1500+
70%
800+
20

audience members at free performances
were new attendees to the Almeida Theatre
attendees at free masterclasses, talks & events

ELIZABETH DARAMOLA

Workshops led by professional artists including
Juliet Stevenson and Andrew Scott

Started off as a young
producer

Young people aged 15 - 25
took part in free workshops
with Juliet Stevenson as part of
Almeida for Free
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>

became General Assistant
at the Almeida

>

is now on the Youth Board

“As a Young Producer, our main project was
organising Almeida For Free. As a person of
colour, and as a young person who loves theatre
I felt really proud of the festival, because it was
representative of all young people, regardless of
who they are.

and how welcome everyone felt – we also did
a dedicated captioned performance for young
people and the touch tour beforehand was really
special because there was a large turn out and
they loved the show. I’m happy it’s going to be a
continuing tradition.

It was special that Hamlet was the focus for
the first Almeida For Free festival, because
everyone talks about Shakespeare being
difficult but I feel like theatre can connect with
young people if there is time, dedication and
planning involved in making it right for them. I
strongly believe things need to be accessible:
free tickets, free events and free workshops,
to get people through the door. After that, the
atmosphere and the way those young people
are treated in the building has to be right. I was
really proud of how accessible the festival was

The Almeida needs to keep putting on free
events, because that’s one of the things that
will carry on getting young people from
every walk of life into theatre buildings. The
young producers programme gives you the
opportunity to explore your creativity. If there
is something you want to try, the Almeida will
make that possible.”

For more information about our
Young Artists programmes see:
almeida.co.uk/youngpeople

SCHOOLS
Our Schools’ Programme is designed to ignite and feed a
curiosity about theatre and performance.

Critical Responses to Theatre

understanding
diﬀerent people”

almeida.co.uk/schools-and-education

•
•
•
•

100 free tickets
Five accompanying workshops
A choice of either a young directors’ programme, a
young leaders’ programme or a careers programme
Free tickets for teachers to Insight Evenings

2 Creative Responses to Theatre
•
•
•
•

100 free tickets
A young directors’ programme
Free tickets for teachers to Insight Evenings
A Reimagining Project (led by two artists with up to
20 students, culminating in an original performance on
the Almeida stage)
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RUTH GRACIA-BALOSA
Started out taking part in a school
Reimagining project
joined the Almeida Young Company

>

1

people and

>

For more information about our schools & education work see:

talking to diﬀerent
>

In 2017/2018 we worked with nine partner schools across two
Image:
Peter
Schiazza
distinct
pathways.

“Drama helps with

took part in ‘Loki and Cassie’ written by
Luke Barnes on the Almeida stage

“I was a student at Clapton Girls Academy when
I participated in the Almeida’s Reimagining
Project. I really enjoyed the process and felt like I
got my energy in those sessions.
When I came to the Almeida with my school
I thought, “I just want to be here forever.”
When we performed it was so amazing. But
what I loved about the project wasn’t just the
performance, the rehearsals gave me a different
perspective on life. Drama helps with talking to
different people and understanding different
people. It is a mental and physical process – it
demands a lot but you get a lot out of it as well.
Before this I hadn’t really explored theatre work.
Being a part of the Reimainging Project and
experiencing something professional made
me want to apply to join the Almeida Young
Company. However, I wasn’t sure if I would
audition as I didn’t have the confidence in my
drama skills so I went to our Director Elayce for
advice and support and she said to go for it!
And that is how I became a part of the Young
Company. I have really enjoyed it so far. I
haven’t done something before that has lasted
for a whole year. When you take the time, have
patience and understand each other – you can
get a lot further. There are really good people in
the group - I have met some people who I can
really vibe with.”

For more information about our
schools and education work see:
almeida.co.uk/schools

YOUNG
COMPANY
A year round ensemble which brings together young theatre
makers aged 14-25, supporting them to create vibrant and
experimental work inspired by big ideas and bold approaches
to storytelling.
“In the Young Company I was part of a project
called From The Ground Up, which was an
interactive show written by Joeri Smet from the
Belgium Theatre Company Ontroerend Goed
and directed by Christopher Elmer Gorry.
This show was first performed at the Shoreditch
Town Hall and then went to the Assembly
Rooms as part of Edinburgh Festival in August
2017. The show was about binary questions and
how we are forced into answering them all the
time in our society. I was surprised at how much
creative licence we were given in the making
of the show. You were made to feel like a valid
voice in the room. It really forced us to look
at our own opinions before we challenged an
audience about theirs. As a young person our
opinions can be a little bit all over the place, so
it was quite an awakening experience to work
out our political standpoint.

RIHANNA MORITZ
>

joined the Almeida Young Company

>

performed in the Almeida’s From the
Ground Up at Edinburgh Fringe Festival

>

is now attending Drama Centre London

Edinburgh Festival was amazing! It was like
nothing else really! Audiences would go in
thinking, “oh yeah, young people, let’s see
what they’ve got” and were really impressed
because it was so much more intelligent
and complicated than they were expecting.
I was experiencing what it was like to be a
professional actor. We were included in all
aspects, including the stage management and
what it took to put on the show, and it really
cemented for me that I do want to be an actor. I
am now attending Drama Centre London, who
like the Almeida are encouraging me to
be brave and make my own work.”
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For more information about our
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performance work with young people see:
almeida.co.uk/young-company

“I really enjoyed
creating our own work
and being given the
platform to say what
we felt.”
Quote from a Community Participant

Images: Against All
Odds in performance
by Peter Schiazza

COMMUNITY
Our Community Programme aims to give people of all ages
opportunities to participate in creative projects and have their
voices heard.
In the past, participants from our community projects have
gone on to be in our young company, taken part in a second
project or have become regular theatre visitors at the Almeida.

AGAINST ALL ODDS
Against All Odds was a collaboration between the Almeida Theatre and Arsenal in
the Community. This project brought together people from different communities,
backgrounds and ages to work together to create an original play.
Against All Odds was made possible by the generous donation of the Arsenal Foundation
and individual donors.

Phase One

Phase Two

6

Arsenal groups took part
in Phase One

91

participants aged 13-55
took part

21

workshops over a six
week period

5

artists working on
the project

After the workshops were finished, writer
Charlotte Josephine gathered all the
material that had been written and created
by the groups and wrote Against All Odds,
a brand new play based on, inspired by and
incorporating the groups’ writing.
The participants rehearsed the play for five
days with two professional actors, a director,
an assistant director, the writer and a stage
manager. The group worked together to create
improvised scenes and stage the text. Many of
the participants performing had directly written
large parts of the script.

ACADEMY
Drama classes for children and young people aged 5 - 14.
Each year young people work with a professional production
team to create a brand new piece of work. Almeida Academy
provides opportunities to experiment, build confidence,
develop talent, and have fun!

ESTHER RAMSEY
“I’ve been a member of Academy for three years
and I was in the show “An Average Trip to Mars”
last summer. The play is set in the future, and it’s
about a group of children who are sent to Mars to
start a new colony of humans because they are
not very clever, and not contributing to society
on Earth. The ideas for the play where sparked
from conversations we had in rehearsals, about
exams and how annoying it is to be average.
It was a really big performance and we hadn’t
done anything that size before. It had lots of
movement and videos, and we all had quite
prominent characters. I really liked performing,
and I got used to being on stage and being in
character. The Academy has taught me how to
act, because when I started, I liked drama but I
wasn’t very good at it. It has also taught me team
work and social skills because I didn’t know any
of the people and had to make friends, which
was really fun!”

“The Genius was a
great experience!
It was brilliant to perform
on the Almeida stage!”
Quote from an Almeida Academy member after
performing in The Genius, July 2017.

For more information about the
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Image from a performance of The Genius by the
Almeida Academy by Peter Schiazza.

Almeida Academy see:
almeida.co.uk/academy

“We are the agents of change. We are the

YOUNG
LEADERS

generation that the world needs now”
Daniel Agyei, Young Leader, 2017

Almeida Young Leaders are young people aged 16 – 25 with
big ideas, something vital to say about the world we live in
and the desire to influence positive change.

DARREN SIAH
Was a Young Leader as
part of Almeida’s Figures of
Speech programme

>

was then invited back to be
on the panel at an Almeida
Questions event

“I was part of the Figures of Speech Programme
with the Almeida where we worked with a
director and a playwright to learn how to write
and perform our own speeches.
It was an amazing opportunity. I wanted to write a
speech about a problem that I had been finding
within my personal life. I encountered some
obstacles but the mentors and the other young
people there gave me lots of support.
I was invited to come back to be part of an
Almeida Questions event with the actor Amanda
Abbington which was a real privilege. A lot
of other places that you go to, you do short
term projects, but at the Almeida there is a
continuation. You do one thing and then you see
what other pathways you can take, and you keep
coming back.”
Figures of Speech has been made possible through the
generous support of the Esmée Fairbairn Foundation and
a number of individual supporters.

For more information about the
Young Leaders Project see:
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speech.almeida.co.uk/young-leader

With thanks...

The Almeida is a registered charity and is dependent on the support of individuals,
companies, trusts and foundations. Each year we need to raise at least £2m to
enable us to nurture emerging artists, invest in new work and to introduce the
theatre to new audiences through Almeida Participation.
We would like to thank the following for their support
of Almeida Participation’s work in 2017-2018:
Almeida Theatre Principal Partner:
Aspen
Almeida Participation Supporters:
Anonymous Supporters
The Arsenal Foundation
Simon & Caroline Clark
Noël Coward Foundation
The Mildred Duveen Charitable Trust
Pinsent Masons
Elm Capital Associates Ltd
The Worshipful Company of Grocers
The Don Hanson Charitable Foundation
Gregory Nasmyth and Samantha Rowe-Beddoe
Oak Foundation
The Sackler Trust
Charles Skey Charitable Trust
The Taylor Family Foundation
We would also like to thank the generosity of the
Local Liaison Committee and individuals who
support Almeida Participation through various
Almeida Theatre events.
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Almeida Participation Team:
Director of Participation and Work for Young People
Dani Parr
Participation Producer
Ross Crosby
Participation Associate: Schools
Jo Carey
Participation Associate: Young Artists
Michael Bryher
Participation Administrator
Sophia Hinton-Lever
Participation Intern
Germma Orleans-Thompson
If you are interested in supporting the work of
Almeida Participation, please contact:
Sarah Harwood
Director of Development
0207 282 4934
sharwood@almeida.co.uk

